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Great Berry Progression Framework for Reading 

 Word Reading Being a Reader Being a Researcher 

EYFS Word Reading ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

- Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs; 
- Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending; 
- Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic 

knowledge, including some common exception words. 

Listening, Attention and Understanding ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

- Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when 

being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions; 
- Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding; 

- Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 

Year 

1 

Respond quickly with the correct sound for graphemes (using phonemes taught so far) 
Respond quickly with the correct sound for graphemes (for all 40+ phonemes) 
Blend GPCs to read accurately 
Remember high frequency phonically decodable words 
Read and remember high frequency words that cannot be easily decoded at this stage 

(‘tricky’ words) 
Read words containing taught GPCs and ending in –s, -es and ing 
Read words of more than one syllable 
Read words containing taught GPCs and ending in –ed, -er and est 
Read words with contractions and understand how apostrophes work in these words 

Apply phonic knowledge across the curriculum 
Read aloud accurately books that match their phonic knowledge and books which 

require them to use other reading strategies 
Re-read books to build fluency and confidence 
Listen to what they are reading to hear if it makes sense 

Read to the end of a sentence to help work out an unknown word 

Re-read when they have not understood 

Use the punctuation to get meaning from the text 

Use the context as an aid to decoding unknown words 

Look for words within words to aid decoding 

Break down large words into syllables to aid decoding 

Listen to and discuss a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a 

level beyond that at which they can read independently  

Explain their understanding of what is read to them 

Offer an opinion on what is read to them and listen to the opinions of others 

Offer opinions and preferences about books 

Link what they read and hear read to their own experiences 

Enjoy stories (including fairy and traditional stories), poems and rhymes 

Enjoy stories  

Retell a story using prompts 
Retell a story in the correct order 

Join in with stories being read aloud 

Enjoy poems and rhymes and recite some by heart 

Read aloud a well known story with some expression 

Discuss meanings of new words and link these to words already known  

 

Pose questions before 

reading non-fiction to find 

answers 

Navigate a simple non-

fiction text 

Record information gleaned 

from simple non-fiction 

texts 

 

Year 

2 

Blend GPCs to read accurately 
Recognise alternative sounds for graphemes 

Apply phonic knowledge across the curriculum  
Decrease reliance on ‘sounding out’ in common words 
Increase the speed of reading  

Re-read books to build fluency and confidence 
Read fluently and confidently 
Read and remember high frequency words that cannot be easily decoded at this stage 

(‘tricky’ words) 

Read words of two or more syllables 
Read words containing common suffixes (link to spelling)  

Decode unfamiliar words without hesitation 

Decode unfamiliar words automatically 

Listen to and discuss a wide range of poems (contemporary and classic), 

stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read 

independently  

Show their understanding of books through discussion 

Offer opinions and preferences about books 

Discuss favourite authors 

Give opinions about books backed up by reasons 

Discuss the sequence of events in texts and how events are connected 

Learn some classic poems by heart 
Retell a story using words and phrases from the text 
Retell a story from memory, including all the main parts 

Retell a stock of basic stories 

Discuss meanings of new words and link these to words already known  

Use indexes, contents 

pages, headings and 

captions to navigate non-

fiction texts 

Navigate simple 

alphabetically ordered 

texts 

Use screen based and book 

conventions to find 

information efficiently and 

safely 
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Sound out unfamiliar words and use other reading strategies when reading aloud 
Orchestrate a range of reading strategies to decode successfully 

Self-correct when reading aloud 
 

Discuss their favourite words 

Discuss their favourite phrases 

 

Year 

3 

Read words with unfamiliar spelling patterns  

Use an understanding of morphology and etymology to aid them in reading unfamiliar 

words (link to spelling strand) 

Continue to build a knowledge of unusual grapheme phoneme correspondences  
 

Listen to and discuss a range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction, reference 

and text books 

Identify and remember common structural and language conventions in 

different text types 

Read for a range of purposes 

Retell stories, adding key details 
Retell fairy stories or folk tales focusing on the theme 

Know and recognise some forms of poetry 

Prepare poems and plays to read aloud and perform 

Use dictionaries to check word meanings 

 

Use library classification to 

find reference materials 

Take notes by summarising, 

deleting and substituting 

Retrieve, record and 

present information 

 

Year 

4 

Try out different pronunciations to aid the decoding of unfamiliar, longer words 

Use an understanding of morphology and etymology to aid them in reading unfamiliar 

words (link to spelling strand) 

Continue to build a knowledge of unusual grapheme phoneme correspondences 
 

Listen to and discuss a range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction, reference 

and text books 

Identify and remember common structural and language conventions in 

different text types 

Read for a range of purposes 

Know and recognise some forms of poetry 

Prepare poems and playscripts to read aloud and perform, considering speed, 

volume and action 

Prepare poems and playscripts to read aloud and perform, considering speed, 

volume, action, intonation, tone and word emphasis 
Retell myths and legends focusing on the themes 
 

Distinguish between fact 

and opinion in order to 

verify the accuracy  and 

reliability of information 

Appraise the usefulness of 

a text for a task 

Use the strategies of 

skimming, scanning, close 

reading and key word 

searches to locate and 

select information 

 

Year 

5 

Use an understanding of morphology and etymology to aid them in reading unfamiliar 

words (link to spelling strand) 
 

Read and discuss a range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction, reference and 

text books 

Increase their familiarity with fiction genres including books from other 

cultures 

Increase their familiarity with fiction genres including modern fiction 

Increase their familiarity with fiction genres including traditional stories 

Know a range of children’s authors and poets 
Read for a range of purposes 

Learn poems by heart/Learn more complex poems by heart 
Prepare poems and playscripts to read aloud and perform, showing 

understanding through speed, volume, action, intonation, tone and word 

emphasis so that the meaning is clear to an audience 
Recommend a book and explain why 
Recommend an author and explain why 

Use pertinent and technically specific vocabulary when talking about books 
Discuss a text confidently with others, responding to their ideas and 

Detect bias and distinguish 

fact from opinion 

Search texts (including 

screen-based texts) for 

information quickly and 

efficiently and make 

choices about the 

appropriateness of the 

information 

Understand copying, 

quoting and adapting source 

material 
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challenging their views courteously 

Year 

6 

Use an understanding of morphology and etymology to aid them in reading unfamiliar 

words (link to spelling strand) 
 

Read and critically discuss a range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction, 

reference and text books 
Increase their familiarity with fiction genres including myths and legends 

Increase their familiarity with fiction genres including classic fiction 

Increase their familiarity with fiction genres including modern and classic 

fiction 

Discuss and compare a range of children’s authors and poets 

 

Extend note-taking by 

grouping and linking notes 

and using abbreviations 

Précis longer passages 

Orchestrate a full range of 

research skills to conduct 

and present an independent 

research project 

 

 


